
MINUTES OF BELLEVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020 AT 7:00 A.M., 

BELLEVILLE VILLAGE HALL – 24 W. MAIN ST. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present:  Nicole Brauer, Mike O’Connor, Pam Yoder, Maxine Ward, Scott Hayes, Bronna Lehmann, Rick Francois,  

Roger Hillebrand, Geoff Wilbourn (arrived at 7:07 a.m.) 

Absent:  Ryan Yakowicz  

A. Call Meeting to Order:  Chairperson Brauer called the meeting to order at 7:01 a.m.  
 

B. Approval of Minutes from January 9, 2020 
 
Maxine Ward made a motion to approve the minutes from January 9, 2020.  Rick Francois seconded.  Motion passed. 
  

C. Acknowledgement of Visitors:  Judy Bacha, Deb Kazmar, Marie Barry, Gale Hellpap, Brian Wilson, and Kyle Knott  
 

D. 2020 Census Update – Bronna Lehman 
 

Bronna Lehman reported that the Complete Count Committee had met since our last EDC meeting.  The school, library, 
and senior center are all working to get out information regarding the Census especially about job opportunities 
available.  Four job fairs have been held; one at the Senior Center and three at the Library.  Positions are paying $18.22 
per hour for positions in Green County.  The Census will soon start ramping up awareness campaign to urge people to 
participate in the 2020 Census.  Pam Yoder discussed outreach efforts happening through the school district.   
 

E. Strategic Planning Update 

a. Attract New Restaurant 

Scott Hayes reported that the prospectus was completed and that the Restaurant Association will send out a link 
to the prospectus on the Village website through its newsletter once the Village has the document posted on its 
site.    

b. Funding Options with Economic Development Organizations 

Brian Wilson reported that the Village will apply for the WEDC CDI grant once a sale on the Park Hotel has been 
negotiated.  Those efforts are still underway by the potential developer.   

Rick Francois thought there might be other incentives the Village might be able to offer for development of the 
Park Hotel.  Brian Wilson said that the best ways would be through either Historic Preservation Tax Credits or TID 
incentives.  For the Historic Preservation Tax Credits, the property owner would have to get the property placed 
on the State and National Registers of Historic Places and for TID incentives the value of the Downtown TID would 
need to increase.  

c. Communications/Outreach Plan  

Gale Hellpap provided an outline of a communications and outreach plan.  She prefaced it with activities we are 
doing now and discussed other activities we might do in the future.  Her plan included no cost figures as she wasn’t 
sure what budget might be available for marketing and when it would be available.  Brian Wilson said that the 
Community Guide project will likely bring in one or two thousand dollars for EDC and that excess revenue could 
be put towards marketing activities this year and a budget could be developed for 2021.  Gale is going to revise 
her plan and prepare a budget for the EDC to consider next month. 

 

        



F. Development Updates 

Brian Wilson provided a written report regarding development activities.  He added that FEMA was still collecting 
information to develop a Scope of Work and budget for the dam repair.  He had to resubmit materials already given 
to FEMA last October as they had lost the files.   

Gale Hellpap added that Belleville Embroidery has been sold and will be moving into the building with Whitney’s Dance 
Studio on Main Street. 

G. BRE Update 

Gale Hellpap reported that she intends to close out 2019 BRE reports this month and will start on her 2020 BRE visits.  
Kyle Knott and she are working to compile aggregate survey data on the BRE visits completed so far.  She cited BRE 
visits as part of the success for getting Belleville Embroidery sold and staying in Belleville.   

H. Other Business  

No other business was discussed. 

I. Set agenda for next meeting on March 12, 2020 

Next agenda will include same matters and include an invitation for Jeff Petry to meet with EDC and discuss his planned 
projects in Bakers Woods and elsewhere.     
   

J. Adjournment 
 
Motion was made by Maxine Ward to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Rick Francois.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Brauer adjourned the meeting at 8:11 a.m. 
 


